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Figure 1. Distribution of Polar Bear Populations

Throughout the Arctic Circumpolar Basin

Legend: CS = Chukchi Sea; SB = Southern Beaufort Sea; NB = Northern
Beaufort Sea; VM = Viscount Melville Sound, NW = Norwegian Bay; LS =
Lancaster Sound; MC = M’Clintock Channel; GB = Gulf of Boothia; FB = Foxe
Basin; WH = Western Hudson Bay; SH = Southern Hudson Bay; KB = Kane
Basin; BB = Baffin Bay; DS = Davis Strait; EG = East Greenland; BS = Barents
Sea; KS = Kara Sea; LV = Laptev Sea; AB = Arctic Basin

Population size estimates and
qualitative categories of current trend
and status for each of the 19 polar bear
populations are discussed below. This
discussion was derived from
information presented at the TIUCN/SSC
PBSG meeting held in Seattle,
Washington, in June 2005, and updated
with results that became available in
October 2006 (Aars et al. 2006, p. 33).
The following narrative incorporates
results from two recent publications

(Stirling et al. 2007; Obbard et al. 2007).

The remainder of the information on
each population is based on the
available status reports and revisions
given by each nation, as reported in
Aars et al. (2006).

Status categories include an
assessment of whether a population is
believed to be not reduced, reduced, or
severely reduced from historic levels of
abundance, or if insufficient data are
available to estimate status. Trend

categories include an assessment of
whether the population is currently
increasing, stable, or declining, or if
insufficient data are available to
estimate trend. In general, an
assessment of trend requires a
monitoring program or data to allow
population size to be estimated at more
than one point in time. Information on
the date of the current population
estimate and information on previous
population estimates and the basis for



